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DEUTERONOMY vi. 7. 


AND THOU SHALT TEACH THEM 


DILIGENTLY UNTO THY CHIL- 
DREN — « 


N no ſentiment, perhaps, are the civi- 

lized nations of the world ſo much 
united, as in the propriety of inſtructing 
children in the principles of religion. 
Scarcely ſhall we find the name and the form 
of religion, where we hear not of thoſe whoſe 
office it is to initiate the young and the igno- 
rant into thoſe doctrines and practices which 
are accounted ſacred. On this ground, it 


may, perhaps, appear a ſuperfluous: under- 
taking, to attempt to vindicate the cuſtom, 
But, when we conſider the great importance 
of attending to this duty, and, when we 
reflect on the dreadful conſequences which 
have frequently reſulted ſrom the neglect of 
l | B e 


5 


We | 

it, we cannot but apprehend, that, to re- 
commend the religious education of chil- 
dren, by a few plain popular arguments, 
may, through the bleſſing of God, be pro- 
ductive of conſequences highly benehicial. 
This is the object we have in view in the 
preſent diſcourſe ; an object which, we flat- 
ter ourſelves, will appear not wholly un- 
ſuicable to the occaſion of our alicmbling at 
this time. 

To folicit your bounty for the promotion 
of a deſign calculated to advance not only the 
civil but the religious welfare of the young, 
is the pleaſing and generous taſk which de- 
volves on him who has now the honour to 
addreſs you. To affect the paſſions without 
informing the judgment, is an end unworthy 
the ambition of the chriſtian teacher. But, 
through the medium of ſolid conviction, to 
touch the heart and to influence the conduct, 
is a deſign ſo great, fo noble, ſo important, 
that to be engaged in its promotion, is one 
of the higheſt honours humanity can poſ- 
ſeſs. With this great deſign, your preacher 
has entered this place, and he cannot for- 
bear 


* 
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12 
bear indulging the thought ; that, the plain 
dictates of {imple truth, under the ſuperior 
influence of heaven, will accompliſh his 
higheſt wiſhes, 

The text preſents us with the nobleſt re- 
commendation of religious education which 
can poſſibly be ſuggeſted to human creatures, 
It places before us Moſes,” the ſervant of 
the Almighty, enforcing on the tribes of 
6 Ifracl,” the peculiar favourites of heaven, 
that obedience to the commands of their di- 
vine Sovereign, without which they would 
loſe all title to that intereſt in his friendſhip 
of which they boaſted. 

With all the authority which became the 
meſlenger of the Great God, he addreſſed 
that people, in this moſt ſtriking and en- 
gaging language; language, which, ſurely, 
could not be heard, without exciting the 
higheſt veneration and the nobleſt pleaſure. 
„Hear, O Iſrael, the Lord our God is one 
Lord. And thou ſhalt love the Lord thy 
« God, with all thine heart, and with all 
„thy ſoul, and with all thy might. And 
be theſe words which I command thee this 

— 932 « day 
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« day ſhall be in thine heart. And thou 
„ ſhalt teach them diligently unto thy chil- 
% dren, and ſhalt talk of them, when thou 
ce fitteſt in thine houſe, and when thou 
© walkeſt by the way, and when thou lieſt 
« down, and when thou riſeſt up. And 
thou ſhalt bind them for a ſign upon thine 
„ hand, and they ſhall be as frontlets be- 
* tween thine eyes. And thou ſhalt write 
them upon the poſts of thy houſe, and on 
e thy gates (a).“ 

A deep, conſtant, abiding, univerſal, at- 
tention to the dictates of religion, was then 
enforced on the Iſraelites, by an authority 
which 1t would have argued the blackeſt im- 
piety and the moſt aggravated ingratitude to 
have reſiſted. And, ſurely, to us who are 
favoured with the ſuperior light of the goſ- 
pel-revelation, and who, by means of that 
revelation, are poſſeſſed of motives and argu- 
ments, for attention to the dictates of reli- 
gion, which the ancient Jews very imperfect- 
ly beheld, the addreſs is peculiarly applica- 


(a) Ver. 4—9. 
ble 


> 
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ble —“ Thou ſhalt teach them diligently 
unto thy children.” 

Permit me, then, to ſolicit your ſerious 
and candid attention to a few plain remarks, 
tending to point out the importance and the 
advantages of inſtructing the young in the 
principles of true religion. Let it, however, 
be obſerved, and, we wiſh you to feel the 
influence of this obſervation, through the 
whole of the diſcourſe, that, we mean not 
to recommend religious education, to the 
excluſion of inſtruction in other branches of 
uſeful knowledge; for the ſame arguments 
which ſupport the one, will likewiſe ſupport 
the reſt, But, other branches of knows- 
ledge, not being ſo important in themſelves, 
nor ſo univerſally intereſting, as the truths 
and duties of religion, it is apprehended, 
that, our end will be ſufficiently attained, 
if we can evince the propriety of religious 
education. And it is the higheſt ambition 
of your preacher to be conſidered, as the 
humble inſtrument of reminding you of the 
force and importance of thoſe truths, which, 

B 3 doubtleſs, 


E 
doubtleſs, you know and feel _ We 


obſerve, then, 


I. Young minds are peculiarly ſuſceptible 
of inſtruction. 


The influence of prejudice over the ſenti- 
ments and conduct of men is very great. 
Long contracted habits, though at firſt they 
may have ariſen from very ſmall and inconſi- 
derabie. cauſes, are not eaſily eradicated, 

And ſeldom is it found, that, men are wil- 
ling to give up what they have long eſteemed 
true, important, and agreeable, But, from 
prejudices of this nature, the young are hap- 
pily freed. They know not the force of 
preconceived opinions, and, therefore, they 
are more Capable of receiving information 
and conviction, than thoſe who are farther 
advanced in years and in acquaintance with 
the world. 

It is, likewiſe, to be obſerved, that, the 
minds of children, though they muſt be 
confeſſed to be weak and unable to admit 
the evidence of many truths which may be 
3 propoſed 


C44 

propoſed to them, are yet gradually in- 
crealing in ſtrength. It may, thercſore, very 
reaſonahiy be hoped, that, inſtruction in- 
troduced in the early period of life, when 
reaſon begins to dawn, and, continued, as 
the powers of the mind expand, may be of 
very ſignal adv.ntage, and, by proper and 
conſtant application, be the means of coun- 
teracting in ſome degree thoſe bad principles 
which are ſo prevalent in the world, and 
which are conveyed through ſo many ſecret 
avenues to the heart of man. 

It may be, farther, remarked, that, in- 
ſtructions communicated to the minds of 
children uſually make ſtronger impreſſions 
on their tempers, and poſſeſs greater and 
more abiding influence over their conduct, 
than thoſe which are conveyed in later life. 
On theſe accounts, the mind of a child has 
frequently been compared to a young plant 
or tree, which is at firſt capable of being 
bent into any form, but which, as it grows 
up, is immoveably fixed in the ſituation in 
which it was originally placed. It, cer- 
tainly, therefore, becomes thoſe, whoſe 

B 4 province 
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| il province is the inſtruction of the young, to 
| inſtil into them ſuch principles as are of 
ſtanding importance, and to uſe all their in- 
fluence, to preſerve them from the direction 
of thoſe prejudiced views, which ſo power- 
fully preſent themſelves to every human 
mind, | 
Let it not be thought, by what has been 
faid, that, there is the leaſt deſign of inti- = 
mating, that, the minds of children are not 
inclined to vice. Human apoſtacy muſt be 
apparent to cvery diligent and impartial ob- 
ſerver, even, in the firſt buddings of infant- 
reaſon, And experience unites with ſcrip- 
ture, in confirming the fact, that every hu- 
man mind, even, that of an infant, is 
ſtrongly prepoſſeſſed in favour of evil. But, 
it is certain, that, what we may term, the , 
natural prejudices of the heart, are greatly 
increaſed and confirmed by cuſtom and ha- 
bit. And, therefore, the ſooner the taſk, 
of eradicating theſe prejudices, and intro- 
ducing views and diſpoſitions directly con- 
trary, 1s attempted, the greater probability 
is 


LY 


is there of ſucceſs. But, on this idea it 
is needleſs farther to enlarge 


II. If the minds of children are pecu- 
liarly ſuſceptible of the influence of inſttue- 
tion, in general, it certainly follows, from 
the very nature of religion, that its inſtrue- 
tions are moſt properly conveyed in the 
early period of life, | 


Under the general term, religion, we in- 
clude, what may be known of God from the 
works of nature and providence, but, eſpe- 
cially, from the word of divine truth, with 
the influence which this knowledge has on 
the temper and behaviour. If, then, it be 
of importance, that, the young poſleſs an 
acquaintance with the leading truths and 
duties of religion (an idea to which we mean 
preſently to attend) that certainly is the moſt 
proper time of life, for inſtilling them into 
their minds, which is moſt ſuitable to in- 
ſtruction in general. It muſt, indeed, be 
confeſſed abſolutely impoſſible for religious 
inſtruction to overcome the depraved views 


and 


1 

and tempers of the mind. That is a work 
which none but a divine power is able to 
effect. But, it pleaſes God, in the opera- 
tions both of his providence and grace, to 
uſe probable means for accompliſhing his 
deſigns. And it is certainly our duty to 
continue in a diligent attention to theſe 
means, looking to him alone for a bleſſing. 

Now, what, permit me to aſk you, what, 
has a more direct tendency to make children 
really religious, that is, to lead them to 
ſuch an acquaintance with the truths and 


duties of religion, as ſhall engage their 


hearts aud influence their behaviour, than 
religious inſtruction? A child left to 
« himſelf (a)“ is, ſurely, in the common 
courſe of things, very unlikely to become 
acquainted with the nature, and impreſſed 
with the importance, of true piety. 80 
perverſe are the prejudices and paſſions of 
the heart, even of a child, and fo great the 
influence which the world maintains over it, 
that, it is ſcarcely to be expedted, that, 
without religious inſtruction, he ſhould 


(a) Prov. xxix. 15. 


poſſeſs 


1 

poſſeſs thoſe views of religion which we wiſh 
him to poſſeſs. But, to inſtruct his tender 
mind in the important principles of chriſtian 
piety ſeems a moſt probable method of Jead- 
ing him to a ſolid and abiding conviction of 
their truth, and to a happy experience of 
their influence. Before, then, the evil 
cuſtoms of the world begin to operate, 
while as yet the ſeeds of vice in his heart 
have not been ſtrengthened by them, 
train up a child in the way he ſhould go; 
* and, when he is old, he will not depart 
6 from it (a).“ 

Let it, however, always be remembered, 
that, as the religion of the heart is entirely 
the fruit of a divine influence, religious in- 
ſtruction, in order to anſwer the end for 
which it is deſigned, ſhould be accompanicd 
with prayer. And, be it remembered, too, 
that, as religion is a reaſonable ſervice, that 
inſtruction is moſt likely to produce the de- 
fired effect on the young, which is addreſſed 
to their underſtandings. For, ſoon will the 
heart revolt from principles, which are re- 


(a) Prov. xxii. 6. 
commended 
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commended to it, by no other motive but 
the authority of inſtructors. Religious edu- 
cation, then, while it is founded on princi- 
ples of reaſon, and, while it is only ex- 
pected to be uſeful under the accompanying 
influence of the Spirit of God, muſt, one 
would think, recommend itſelf to every 
impartial mind. Agreeable to this repre- 
ſentation, the apoſtle Paul obſerves, “Faith 


* cometh by hearing, and hearing by the 
« word of God (a).“ 


III. The importance of early piety ſtrong- 
ly recommends the practice of religious 
education. 


This importance may be conſidered, in 
reference to children, as individuals, as 
members of the community, and as the pro- 


bable links in the grand chain of providence, 


for the conveyance of religious knowledge 
to poſterity. 
Conſider children merely as individuals. 


- Exclude from your ideas of them every thing 


(a) Rom. x. 17. 
which 
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which would lead you to ſuppoſe, that, they 
are ſerviceable to mankind. Attend to them, 
only as human beings, and, as thoſe whoſe 
private intereſts are vaſtly improved by reli- 
gion. Alt is too plain a fact to need vindica- 
tion in this aſſembly, that, vice is the ſure 
forerunner of miſery. Often does it expoſe 
thoſe who are concerned in it to great diſad- 
vantages in their worldly connections, and 
occaſions them the loſs of their fortunes, of 
their friends, of their good name, Con- 
ſtantly, if reflection be admitted into the 
breaſt (and what human being can live with- 
out reflection?) it produces diſtreſſes, which 
are of much greater conſequence than the 
loſs of external happineſs, the pangs of a 
wounded conſcience, and, ** a wounded 
& ſpirit who can bear(a)?” And, then, 
if to all this, we add the fcripture-account 
of the nature, the evil, and the dreadful 
conſequences, of fin, not only in this world, 
but, in that miſerable ſtate where „ the 
« worm dieth not, and where the fire is not 
© quenched,” how inexpreſſibly great muſt 


(a) Prov. xviii. 14. 


be 
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be the danger, how infinitely deplorable the 
proſpects, of thoſe who are under its in- 
fluence! And, that, even the youngeſt 
rational mind poſſeſſes a ſtrong propenſity in 
favour of fin, and is indeed greatly defiled 
by it, we are aſſured, on the authority both 
of ſcripture and reaſon, 

Is it poſſible, that, you can hear of theſe 
miſeries which are connected with vice, both 
in the preſcnt and future ſtates, without 
pitying the unhappy beings who are expoſed 
to them? Surely not! Will you not, 
then, with the moſt heart-felt pleaſure, en- 
gage in every method which has a tendency 
to diminiſn the influence of fin over human 
creatures? And, will not that compaſſion 
for the diſtreſſes of the young, which is a 
ſhining feature in the deſcription of the man 
of ſenſibility, influence you peculiarly to 
excrt yourſelves, to prevent them from be- 
ing ſubjected to the dreadful tyranny of fin ; 
to which, owing to the weakneſs of their 
judgments, and the ſtrength of their paſ- 
fions, connected with the depravity of their 


hearts, they are peculiarly liable ? 
Yes, 


* 

Yes, chriſtians | Influenced by that ſym- 
pathy which all human creatures ought to 
feel for each other's diſtreſſes, peculiarly in- 
fluenced by unaffected compaſſion for thoſe 
who are riſing into life; you cannot but be 
carneitly concerned, that, they may be 
preſerved from that wretchedneſs which is 
the conſtant and certain reſult of vice and 
impicty, and, that, if it be poſſible, they 
may be led to the poſſeſſion of happineſs, 
inſinitely ſuperior to the low and trifling 
pleaſures connected with the purſuits of folly 
and fin.—And, bleſſed be God! it is poſ- 
ſible | 

Religion, the religion of the Bible, the 
religion of Jeſus, is the nobleſt, the beſt, 
may we not ſay, the only, antidote to the 
noxious influence of human depravity. It 
reveals the great and generous plan, con- 
trived by everlaſting wiſdom, executed by 
almighty power, directed by infinite good- 
neſs, for the recovery of apoſtate creatures 
to the favour of the God whom they had 
offended, It informs us of the method by 
which the depraved mind of man is brought 

to 
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to the belief, the cordial approbation, the 
hearty reception, of the moſt important diſ- 
coveries which were ever revealed, and to a 
conformity to thoſe intereſting precepts with 
which they are connected. This places be- 
fore the weak, defenſeleſs, traveller, the 
aſſurance of an heavenly conductor, an all- 
ſufficient ſupport, When painfully con- 
vinced of the many tranſgreſſions of his heart 
and life, it leads him to one who can forgive 
fin. When dejected and almoſt overcome by 
the influence of depraved nature, it preſents 
to him that grace which is able not only to 
forgive fin, but to ſubdue its power. When 
fatigued amidſt the labours, and almoſt 
overwhelmed by the troubles of mortality, it 
inſpires him with the hope of immortal 
life.—And all this, it repreſents as built on 
an immoveable foundation, the unchanging 
friendſhip of the eternal God, beſtowed 
through the mediation of his Son, and con- 
veyed by the powerful influences of his 
Spirit. 

To polleſs the young of ſuch diſcoveries 
as thele, is, ſurely, the wiſeſt and kindeſt 
method 


* 1 
method of advancing their welfare, which 
humanity itſelf can dictate, For parents to 
act under the influence of theſe motives, 
while inſtructing their children in the prin- 
ciples of religion, that moſt probable method 
of accompliſhing this deſign, is, to comply 
with one of the firſt laws of nature; the 
promotion of the happineſs of their offspring. 
Nor can any one, poſlefled, at the ſame 
time, of a due regard for the intereſts of hu- 
man creatures, and penetrated by a deep 
conviction of the reality and importance of 
religion, refuſe to aſſiſt the kind under- 
taking. Surely, then, the tendency of re- 
ligion, to advance the perſonal happineſs of 
the young, is a moſt forcible argument to 
recommend their being early inſtructed in its 
principles; and an argument which cannot 
be reſiſted by thoſe, whoſe higheſt ambition 
is to alleviate the diſtreſſes, and to increaſe 
the happineſs, of their fellow-creatures. 
But, the importance of early piety is, 
likewiſe, to be eſtimated by the advantages 
which accrue from the dictates of religion to 
ſociety, Man was formed for ſocial happi- 
C | neſs; 
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neſs; and we might well ſuſpect the divine 
authority of that ſyſtem of religion, which 
tended not to promote it, It is the deſign 
of the religion of the goſpel, to make man 
uſeful in this world, as well as happy in 
that which is to come. And he who knows 
how much evil has ſprung to ſociety from 
ſuch vices as avarice, pride, envy, and ha- 
tred, and, at the ſame time, conſults the 
language of ſcripture, will, from its direct 
tendency to diſcountenance theſe ill effects of 
human apoſtacy, and, on the contrary, to 
encourage humility, generoſity, compaſſion, 
forbearance, and love, be at once convinced, 
that, to promote religion, is to advance the 
good of mankind. In order, therefore, to 
form children for uſefulneſs among their fel- 
low- creatures, as they riſe in life, he will 
uſe every method in his power, for the ac- 
compliſhment of this good deſign. And, 
among theſe methods, that which maintains 
the moſt conſpicuous place, is, early and 
ſeaſonable inſtruction in the nature, princi- 
ples, and tendency, of real religion, 


But, 
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But, while I addreſs chriſtians, it is need- 
leſs to confine myſelf to this idea of ſociety, 
in order to recommend the cultivation of 
early piety. The intereſts of the church of 
Chriſt are unſpeakably dear to a truly good 
man He wiſhes to be beneficial to all, but, 
he aims peculiarly at the happineſs of thoſe 
who are of “ the houſhold of faith.” If, 
therefore, by promoting the religious wel- 
fare of children, he ſhould contribute to the 
enlargement and proſperity of that ſacred 
community, how great would be his plea- 
ſure, how noble his reward! But, a per- 
ſon of this deſcription, far from confining 
his views to the preſeht generation, will 
have in proſpect likewiſe the good of poſte- 
rity, Religion, he is well convinced, is 
the moſt important object to which the at- 
tention of rational beings can poſſibly be 
directed. From an affectionate regard to the 
perpetual welfare of the inhabitants of the 
world, whether conſidered as individuals, 
or as members of ſociety, he will eſteem it, 
not only his duty, but his happineſs, to 
exert his abilities, to the utmoſt, for the 
C2 continuance 
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continuance and ſupport of thoſe principles, 
which appear to him of ſtanding importance. 
And, tho he is fully perſuaded, that the 
cauſe of God needs no human influence to 
preſerve it, yet, he knows, that, that great 
and good Being, in his diſpenſations to- 
wards his human creatures, is frequently 
pleaſed to execute his deſigns, by means of 
thoſe objects which appear calculated to ad- 
vance them. Thus, in innumerable in- 
ſtances, are connected thoſe two grand ideas, 
with which every chriſtian ſhould be ſtrong- 
ly impreſled ; faith, and duty. So, parti- 
cularly, in the caſe before us; the man 
of religion is fully perſuaded, that the 
kingdom of God, and of Jeſus Chriſt, in 
the world, will be continued to the lateſt 
period of time, But he likewiſe knows, that 
God intends not, by the diſplays of his 
providential and gracious influence, to leſſen 
the exertions, but, on the contrary, to in- 
vigorate the zeal, and encourage the reſolu- 
tion, of his creatures. Earneſtly defirous, 
therefore, of extending the knowledge, ex- 
perience, and love, of the goſpel to the moſt 
diſtant 


1 
diſtant periods of time, as well as the moſt 
remote countries under heaven, he will, 
with pleaſure, uſe his efforts to lead the 
riſing generation to an acquaintance with 
thoſe truths and duties which are of ever- 
laſting importance; not only, that, they 
may receive the benefits of them, themſelves, 
not only that they may advance the welfare 
of thoſe with whom they are immediately 
connected, but, that, through their means 
religious knowledge and truth may be con- 
veyed to their ſucceſſors on the ſtage of 
life, Thus did the Iſraclites, by divine 
command, perpetuate their hiſtories, and 
their religion, from one generation to an- 
other (a). — Thus may we hope, that, 
as pure religion and undefiled has conti- 
nued, even amidſt the ruins of human 
virtue, fo it will yet continue, till all the 
tribes of mortals ſhall have finiſhed their 
deſtined courſe, and religion ſhall be per- 
fected in a future ſtate, Thus by“ ſhew- 
ing the ſtrength of the Lord unto this 


(a2) Exodus xii, 24—27, Joſhua iv. 1—9. 
Plalm Ixxviii. 27, &c. 
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« generation,“ ſhall we declare “ his power 
eto every one that is to come (a).“ 


IV. Would the limits of a ſingle diſ-— 
courſe admit, we ſhould now procced to re- 
commend the religious education of the 
young, from example. 


We might ſet before you, not only innu- 
merable inſtances recorded in ancient profane 
hiſtory, of parents inſtruQing their offspring 
in the principles of religion, but many me- 
morable examples in which children have 
been conſidered of great advantage to the 


. Kate, and where very conſiderable pains 


have been taken to have them initiated into 
what were eſteemed ſacred rites, in order, 
that they might prove uſeful to ſociety, and 
might be the mcans of conveying religious 
inſtruction to diſtant ages. We might, 
then, Jead you into the families and commu- 
nities preſented to your view in the fſcrip- 
tures of truth, and, alter contemplating the 
harmony, the regularity, the happinets, 


(a) Pſalm ixx1. 18. ; 
which 
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which ſubſiſted among them, which all 
ſprang from that practice which we are re- 
commending, we might lead you to the feet 
of Jeſus of Nazareth, whoſe conduct to- 
wards © little children” was ſurely well 
worthy the imitation of all who call them- 
ſclves his diſciples. With the voice of un- 
affected tenderneſs and friendſhip, he ſaid, 
(and O!] that the ſpirit of this kind lan- 
guage were more diffuſed among his fol- 
lowers) “ Suffer the little children to come 
© unto me, and forbid them not; for of 
e ſuch is the kingdom of God (a).“ And, 
to crown the whole, we might place before 
you the great God acting towards his dege- 
nerate creatures as his children ; inſtructing 
them by the influences of the ſpirit accom- 
panying the dictates of his providence and 
word, in the importance, and leading them 
in the purſuits, of unaffected piety and 
goodneſs, *till, at length, having conducted 
them through the various ſtages of life by his 
care and friendſhip, he receives them to 
thoſe manſions of reſt and glory, which he 


(a) Mark x. 14. 
„ hath 
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11 
hath prepared for all who love him. How no- 
ble, how animating, the thought ! In promo- 
ting the religious welfare of the young, I am 
not only acting in a manner recommended by 
the example of good men in all ages, but in 
a manner recommended by the conduct of 
the great God, my beſt friend, towards 
me. Feel, then, chriſtians, the force of 
example, and let, eſpecially, the kind con- 
deſcending friendſhip of God, and of Jeſus 
Chriſt, perſuade and conſtrain you, to ſhew 
that tender and affeCtionate. regard for the 
immortal intereſts of your fellow-creatures, 
which you expect to receive from infinite 
mercy, 


V. In connection with remarks of this 
nature, we might farther obſerve, that, the 
religious education of children is expreſsly 
commanded by God bimſelf. Indeed, the 
dictates of reaſon, reſpecting the perform- 
ance of duty, might, with propricty, be 
conſidered as ſo many precepts delivered from 
heaven, becauſe reaſon is that power of the 
mind, by which, according to its original 

conſtitution, 
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conſtitution, it judges of the good or bad 
qualities, the propriety or the impropriety, 
of every object propoſed to it. But, on 
a ſubject of ſuch immenſe importance, as 
the cultivation of the human mind, the 
great God has been pleaſed to give the moſt 
expreſs intimation in his word. Your re- 
collection at once furniſhes you with many 
confirmations of this remark. Tho had 
we only the language of the text to en- 
force the practice, eſpecially, ſince it is 
recommended by ſuch forcible arguments as 
thoſe to which we have already attended, we 
ſhould be inexcuſable if we refuſed to adopt 
every method preſented to our conſideration, 
for diligently inſtructing our children in the 
great and important matters of religion. 
But, inſtead of enlarging any farther on 
ſuch ideas as theſe, we ſhall, in the laſt 
place, ſuggeſt a conſideration to you, of the 
greateſt importance, a conſideration which 
every heart is capable of fceling, and which, 
I perſuade myſelf, every heart in this aſ- 
ſembly will feel, and that is, 


VI. 


180 
VI. The ſucceſs which has very frequently 
attended the religious education of children. 


Without this, we ſhould be but poor ad— 
vocates for the cauſe we mean to defend, 
For, after all that has been ſaid reſpecting 
the reaſonableneſs and importance of in- 
ſtructing youth in religion, ſhould it be 
proved, that, religious education had never 
been productive of any good effect, little 
hope could we entertain, of impreſſing your 
minds with a ſenſe of its propriety and im- 
portance. But, we truſt, we need be at no 
pains to convince you, that religious in- 
ſtruction conveyed in carly life has very fre- 
quently been the means of impreſfling on the 
young and tender mind ſuch a fenſe of the 
nature and importance of real religion, as it 
has never loſt, By what means was Fimo— 
thy, that eminent ſervant of Jeſus Chriſt, 
made © wiſe unto ſalvation,” but by the 
inſtructions which he received when “ a 
* child, from the holy ſcriptures (a) ?” 
However, it is needleſs to look back to the 


(a) 2 Tim. iii. 15. 


days 
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days of antiquity, in order to demonttrate 
the utility of religious education. Are there 


not many, in our own time, are there not 
ſome, in this aſſembiy, whoſe experience 
teſtihes, that, had it not been for the ad- 
vantages of a religious education, their 
minds would probably have been uninformed 
in the principles, their hearts unaffected with 
the diſcoveries, and their conduct unin- 
fluenced by the precepts, of the goſpel which 
they profeſs f And who, that is poſſeſſed 
of a ſpark of generoſity, can forbear being 
rouſed and animated with the thought, that, 
he has this day an opportunity afforded him, 
of uſing his influence for the promotion of a 
deſign, which has in view both the preſent 
and future welfare of thoſe, whole youth, 
whoſe inexperience, whoſe ſituation in life, 
all plead, in language which cannot be juftly 
reſiſted, for the friendly aſſiſtance of the hu- 
manc? And ſhould you, chriſtians, be 
the inſtruments of advancing the immortal 
happineſs of one precious foul, how great 
would be your joy, how clevated your gra— 
titude |! 
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The inſtitution, on the behalf of which I 
now addreſs you, is deſigned to afford in- 
ſtruction to thoſe children, who, owing to 
the poverty and the occupations of their pa- 


rents, are unable to derive from them, thoſe 
advantages which we have repreſented in this 
diſcourſe, as of ſuch immenle conſequence 
to their preſent and future welfare. 

The objects for whole relief this charitable 
inſtitution is intended, are the children of 
poor Proteſtant Diſſenters, without regard 
to any particular denomination or party ; a 
circumſtance, which will not fail to recom- 
mend it to every one who poſſeſſes thoſe 
difintereſted and benevolent views, which 
are ſo forcibly inculcated in the goſpel, 

The children are diligently inſtructed in 
the principles of the religion of the Bible; 
and, without any deſign to fetter their 


minds with creeds of human invention, but, 
merely with a view of leading them to a 
comprehenſive acquaintance with that ſyſtem 
of revealed truth which is contained in the 
ſacred volume, they are taught that excellent 
compendium of divinity, the Aſſembly's 

ſhorter 
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ſhorter Catechiſm: — That the religious in- 
ſtructions Which they hear from the pulpit 
every Lord's-day, may make deep and laſt- 
ing impreſſions on their minds, they are re- 
quired on the Monday, to give as full an 
account of them, as their improving memo- 
ries can Conveniently retain. — Belides reli- 
gious inſtruction, they are likewiſe made 
acquainted with thoſe common branches of 
knowledge, which are calculated to add 
much to the comfort and advantage, even of 
the loweſt life; ſome of which, cfpecially, 
reading and writing, are indiſpenſably ne- 
ceſlary to enable them to fulfil the duties of 
every ſtation. Arithmetic for the boys, and 
common needle-work for the girls, are the 
remaining branches of education, which are 

afforded them. | 
The number of children in this ſchool is 
forty boys, and twenty girls. Nor is it to 
be doubted, that, the proviſion of the re- 
quiſite means for accompliſhing the purpoſes 
of this plan of education, muſt be attended 
with conſiderable expence ; eſpecially, when 
it is added, that, if, after the children have 
continued 
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continued the uſual time in the ſchool, they 
have not, by bad behaviour, incurred the 
diſpleaſure of their benefaCtors and inſtruc- 
tors, they are generoully aſſiſted in their en- 
trance on the purſuits of life; ſo that I am 
warranted to aſſure you, that, theſe ex- 
pences greatly exceed the preſent annual in- 
come. 

Oa this excellent and liberal plan, was 
this ſchool inſtituted in the year 1707. With 
a view to recommend the inſtitution, and to 
ſolicit the kind aſſiſtance of thoſe who with 
to ſuſtain the highly honourable character of 
fathers to the poor, two ſermons have ever 
ſince that time been preached in every year, 
This is the object which we have kept be- 
fore us through the whole of the preſent 
diſcourſe. ' And, encugh we flatter our- 
ſelves, has been ſaid, to recommend the 
inſtruction of children, eſpecially their reli- 
gious inſtruction, to all; for, a cauſe ſup- 
ported by humanity, and ſtrengthened by 
religion, has its beſt advocate in the gene- 
rous feelings of the human heart. 

© Were 
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Were it neceſſary to add any thing farther, 
for the recommendation of this inſtitution, 
it would be, the importance of the princi- 
ples of Proteſtants, eſpecially, of Proteſtant 
Diffenters, both of which are greatly en- 
couraged in this ſchool, encouraged, not by 
politive dogmas, but, by that beſt of all 
weapons, plain, ſolid, rational, conviction. 
Nor can any friend to truth and liberty for- 
bear rejoicing, that, in a day in which the 
cauſe of religion in general is ſo much ne- 
glected, and that of proteſtant nonconformi- 
ty in particular, conſidered even by ſome 
who profeſs themſelves its friends, as a mat- 
ter of little or no importance, there are yet 
inſtitutions deſigned and calculated to per- 
petuate the remembrance of religious truth, 
and the grounds of religious liberty. 

And, chriſtians, once mote think (by 
this motive furely you mult be influenced, 
think) that, by contributing to the reli- 
gious education uf the young, you are pur- 
ſuing the ſame great end for which Jeſus the 
Son of God became man, and died on a 
croſs ; the eternal ſalvation of apoſtate crea- 

tures. 
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tures, Would you feel the force of this 
ſentiment, as you ought to feel it, look for- 
ward to the laſt great day. See the divine 
Redeemer ſeated in majeſtic pomp on the 
throne of judgment—Survey the vaſt aſſem- 
bly—Ah! do you not diſcover amidſt the 
crowd exulting at his right-hand, ſome of 
theſe little ones, who, by means of your 
liberality, were brought to an acquaintance 
with thoſe objects which are of univerſal 
importance, juſt ready to receive the ap- 
proving ſentence of the judge, and, to be 
advanced to that happy ſtate, where, in the 
nobleſt ſenſe, „the rich and the poor meet 
together.” — See him who of old invited 
them to himſelf, him who bare them on his 
heart, when he delivered the kind com- 
miſſion to his apoſtle Peter, “ feed my 
e lambs(a),” now placing on their heads, 
crowns of honour and glory— View the bright 
unmerited reward prepared for yourſelves— 
| Hear the compaſſionate Jeſus, proclaiming 
with the ſweet voice of condeſcending friend- 
ſhip, ** Inaſmuch as ye did it unto one of 


(a) John xxi. 15. 
« the 


1 
& the leaſt of theſe my brethren, ye have 
done it unto me—Come ye bleſſed of my 
&« father, inherit the kingdom prepared for 
© you from the foundation of the world (a).“ 
If ſuch as theſe be the noble attendants, 
the enriching fruits, of chriſtian benevo- 
lence, ſurely * the ſaying of the Lord Je- 
© ſus” is moſt abundantly confirmed, a 
ſaying, which excellently deſeribæd the ge- 
neroſity of his heart, and which, I doubt 
not, expreſſes the feelings of yours It is 
© more bleſſed to give than to receive ().“ 
As an argument to enforce on you the im- 
portant duty we have been recommending, 
we ſuggeſted, that, the religious inſtruction 
of youth has been attended with very great 
ſucceſs. The hiſtory of this inſtitution con- 
firms the fact. Are there not many, who 
are now ſignal for piety and extenſive uſeful- 
neſs, whoſe firſt impreſſions of ſerious reli- 
gion were derived from the inſtructions com- 
municated to them, and the prayers oftered 
with them and for them, in this ſchool ; 
And are not theſe who now preſent them- 


(a) Matt, xxv. 40, 34. (5) Ads xx. 35. 
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ſelves to your view, who now ſolicit a ſmall 
expreſion of your generoſity, are not theſe 
convincing proofs of the utility of religious 
education? 

You, my young friends, you alone, are 
able to give a ſatisfactory anſwer to this in- 
quiry. And, I truſt, your whole lives will 
confirm the report of this day. You have 
heard, with attention, with pleaſure, you 
have heard, how dear your intereſts are to 
your fellow-creatures, and you are juſt about 
to receive a ſtriking evidence how concerned 
all this aſſembly i,; for your preſent and im- 
mortal happineſs. My good opinion of you 
will not ſuffer me to indulge the thought, 
that, you will, by-your miſconduct, render 
uſeleſs the inſtructions which you receive. 
Far, very far, be ſuch a ſuſpicion from every 
heart in this afiembly! With gratitude to 
your benefactors (and gratitude is a paſſion 
peculiarly pleaſing in the youthful breaſt) 
return to the uſcful employments which 
their goodneſs has marlzed out for you. 
Strive to excel inevery branch of knowledge, 
which preſents itſelf to your attention. 

Above 
3 
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Above all, © remember your Creator in the 
days of your youth.“ If, with all the ad- 
vantayes you poſleſs, you forget your beſt 
friend, think, how expoſed you will be to all 
the ſnares and temptations of life, to the 
horrors of a wounded conſcience, and think, 
how all theſe advantages, think, how all 
this aſſembly, will rife againſt you in judg- 
ment anotner Cay. 

But, comply with the earneſt wiſhes of 
your friends, comply wita the command, 
with the kind tender invitation, of God 
himſelf, comply with the dictates of grati- 
tude, intereſt, and pleaſure, by conſecrating 
your carly days to the ſervice of heaven. 
You, at preſent, know but by report the 
ſtorms and the dangers of the world. Soon 
you will be called from the vigilant eyes 
which now watch over you with unremitting 
diligence, to appear in the public walks of 
life. There you will meet with many ob- 
jects to allure, with many to terriſy, you 
from the paths of religion. And, ſhould you 
comply with ſuch temptations, how great, 
how inevitable, would be your miſery {! 

Attend, 
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Attend, then, to the important principles of 
religion, thoſe only ſure ſupports amidſt the 
uncertainties of “ this preſent evil world,” 
Cultivate an intimate acquaintance with the 
truths of the goſpel. You will then feel 
their efficacy at your hearts, you will then 
expreſs. their influence in your behaviour. 
Eſpecially, be diligent in prayer to that be- 
ing who alone can connect uſefulneſs with 
inſtruction, Implore the aſſiſtance of his 
grace, to preſerve you from the temptations 
of the world, and from the influence of un- 
believing hearts. Thus will you be hum- 
ble, and lowly, and patient, and kind. 
Thus will you poſſeſs “ the fear of the Lord, 
« which is the beginning of wiſdom.” Thus 
will you accompliſh the good deſigns of 
your friends and benefactors. Above all, 
thus will you, when human excellence, and 
earthly dignity, paſs away, ſhine as the ſun 
in the firmament of heaven for ever and ever. 
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